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Mantralayam. Therefore, the spread of cholera in these
areas among the populace not affected so far, is not
improbable and as such an order should have also been
passed to isolate and move the unaffected ones, to other
places.'

'What are you driving at, please?'

1 mean the epidemic that will affect those coming
from outside, can spread amongst the residents too, is it
not?'

The Collector is left tongue-tied!

The British are known for fairness and I am
confident that you too will not fail to render justice,' said
Venkoba Rao, praising the Collector to the skies.

'But the Health Officer's report........' started the

Collector, triggering Venkoba Rao to intervene and lash
out, 1 have been talking to you so much, but my
reasonable plea seems to be falling on deaf ears. I can
only request you to render justice by rescinding the order
that is now in operation. If, however, you fail to do that,
Sri Raghavendra will get the needful done and this is
beyond doubt. I now take leave of you.' Sri Rao then
walked away in a huff and proceeded straight to the
house of an acquaintance of his in Bellary.

He was immersed in thoughts about the happenings
and started reflecting, 'Have I erred in getting annoyed
and pouring forth a volley of words before the Collector?
If the pontiff comes to know of this, what will he tell? My
lord, why should the epidemic be breaking out now, of all
times? But, what if? Most certainly, Sri Raghavendra,
who relieves the agony of devotees who come for his